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It was such a survey in 2002 that sparked Mark 
Witherspoon, the advisor of the Iowa State Daily, to create 
a celebration to both inform and embody the freedoms 
guaranteed under the first amendment. The tenth annual 
First Amendment Day will be held on April 12 to loudly 
demonstrate the importance of our freedoms of speech, 
religion, assembly, petition and the press. Demonstrate 
your own resistance to submission by getting involved.
Experience a two-hour concert of censored songs played 
by award-winning musicians,  participate in a competitive 
poetry slam for prizes, argue your position in public 
soapbox debates on central campus, represent your student 
group at the First Amendment Partners exhibit or join one 
you discover, questions a panel of experts about the role 
of religion in academic settings, listen to the Iowa high 
school teacher who took his school to court to protect the 
rights of his students, enjoy free lunch and entertainment 
on central campus, and spread the word to others.
Your freedom to enact change in this world is not 
limited to a single day. Speak your mind, practice your 
religion and gather with others whenever you think the 
need arises. Visit the First Amendment Day website for 
the full schedule or for contact information.
First Amendment Day is sponsored by the Greenlee School 
of Journalism and Communication, Lee Enterprises, First 
Amendment Center, Leo Mores Chapter of the Society of 
Professional Journalists, Iowa State Daily, ISU Committee 
on Lectures Sponsored by GSB, Amnesty International and 
the Iowa High School Press Association.
Silence is a symptom of 
submission. First Amendment 
Day is an annual, national-
level celebration of action. The 
first amendment of the U.S. 
constitution guarantees our 
ability to shape the world by 
fighting what we oppose and 
promoting what we support. 
Yet surveys show that many 
Americans take these freedoms 
for granted or even complain 
that the first amendment 
grants too much freedom. 

